

Types of collocation
According to Scott Thornbury, words "hunt in packs." (1998:8) That is to say, all words have their own, unique collocational fields. Collocations can be defined in numerous ways (see Moon 1997:43), but for pedagogical purposes it is more practical to restrict the term to the following: two or three word clusters which occur with a more than chance regularity throughout spoken and written English. Below are the most easily distinguishable types:
	Verb + noun
	throw a party / accept responsibility

	Adjective + noun
	square meal / grim determination

	Verb + adjective + noun
	take vigorous exercise / make steady progress

	Adverb + verb
	strongly suggest / barely see

	Adverb + adjective
	utterly amazed / completely useless

	Adverb + adjective + noun
	totally unacceptable behaviour

	Adjective + preposition
	guilty of / blamed for / happy about

	Noun + noun *
	pay packet / window frame


 
 
 
 
* also known as compound nouns












· 

· 













· 
· 







· 
· 
· 





Brainstorm nouns on a particular subject, perhaps for a writing task. Then get them to suggest verbs and adjectives that collocate with those nouns, then adverbs with the verbs, thus building up a number of lexically dense collocational fields.
 
Speaking activity

Find someone who
.....has been on a strict diet
.....has found themselves in an embarrassing position
...has made an inspired choice 

 
Dictionary and matching activities
· Which verb does not go with 'answer'?
come up with, do, get, require
· Spot the odd verb
Can you find the verb which does not collocate with the noun in bold?

1. acknowledge, feel, express, make, hide, overcome, admit shame
2. apply for, catch, create, get, hold, hunt for, lose, take up job
3. acquire, brush up, enrich, learn, pick up, tell, use language
4. assess, cause, mend, repair, suffer, sustain, take damage
5. beg, answer, kneel in, offer, say, utter prayer
6. brush, cap, drill, fill, gnash, grit, wash teeth
7. derive, enhance, find, give, pursue, reach, savour, pleasure
8. disturb, interrupt, maintain, observe, pierce, reduce to, suffer silence


 
· Devise some matching games, such as dominoes or pelmanism which require the students to match up split collocations. For example, focus on adjectives that go with nouns, like 'bitter' and 'disappointment,' or 'inspired' and 'choice'
· Words which collocate with the same core word - you have to guess this word. For example saying 'year, loss, haven, evasion' to produce '                '. 

Which word collocates with all the words given?
1. fried, poached, fresh, raw, frozen, grilled, smoked _________________
2. summer, warm, winter, tatty, shabby, trendy, second-hand _____________
3. dangerous, desperate, common, born, hardened, master _______________
4. massive, huge, crowded, packed, outdoor, indoor, sports _______________
Answers. 1 = fish, 2 = coat, 3 = criminal, 4 = stadium
· Get the students used to recording collocations in a variety of ways - in boxes, grids, scales, matrices and word maps. Learners can add new words in the appropriate sections as they come across them in texts, during lessons etc.
· Raise students' awareness of collocation by using translation where possible and appropriate to highlight differences and similarities between their L1 and English.
· Use songs to give examples of typical collocations, and in a memorable fashion, perhaps through prediction, filling gaps and so on. This would help with intonation and pronunciation too, as could recorded radio news items, or TV advertising.
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Answers
1. make 2. catch 3. tell 4. take 5. beg 6. wash 7. reach 8. suffer (only with suffer in silence)

Dictagloss
Listen to the story, paying attention to the collocations. Write down the ones you hear. Then listen again and complete the text below.
Text with gaps:
I met my ex-husband in 1995; we ____ in love at first sight. We ___ a fantastic relationship for three happy years. Then, on our third anniversary, he proposed and we ___ married six months later. At first, everything was perfect; we both ___ the housework together; I ___ the washing-up and ____ the beds and he ___ the cooking and the _______. He always ____ a mess when he ___ the cooking, but I didn’t mind because the dinners were always delicious.
Everything changed after a few years when he ___ a new job in Manchester; we ____ the decision to move there, so he wouldn’t have to ____ the train to work every day. He started working later and ______ less attention to me. He stopped _____ the housework, so I had to __ everything. He ____ a lot of ______ but then he would _____ them. He was very stressed and he started to ___ bald, he ___ very depressed about this and started ______ drunk after work. I was ______ very worried about him. He would always come home drunk and ____ a mess. Then, one day, while I was cleaning his clothes, something ______ my attention. It was a lipstick stain on his shirt. I ___ very angry; he was _____ a secret from me! That night when he ____ home, I confronted him and he _____ the news to me: he had been ______ an affair. It _____ my heart. I kicked him out of the house and we ___ divorced two weeks later.


